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Opportunity, Improved Quality of Life Coming for Residents of Churubusco via Surf Internet

ELKHART, Ind. (February 3, 2023)  –  Surf InternetSM has announced plans to deploy fiber-optic internet in

Churubusco, Indiana. The company will deliver its reliable, high-speed fiber network to over 750

addresses throughout the town before expanding their network further into Whitley County.

Construction is expected to begin Spring of 2023.

"Discussions with the people of Churubusco and Whitley County made it evident: high-speed internet is

a catalyst for career, educational, and business opportunities that would otherwise be unavailable,” said

Surf CEO Gene Crusie. “We’re proud to be a part of the transformation taking place in this community.

Over the next several months we’ll be working diligently with town and county officials to ensure an

effective construction and service rollout plan.”

Surf Internet has already invested $5.2 million in Whitley County through the buildout of fiber internet

services for Columbia City, with an added $1.2 million for their planned Churubusco project.

Pending grant money will bring even more opportunity for the area. On February 7, 2023, the Whitley

County Council will vote on whether or not to grant $1.7 million in American Rescue Plan Act funds to

Surf for additional county projects. If awarded, Surf has committed to invest another $800,000 for a total

immediate impact of $2.5 million. To expand on that even further, grant dollars awarded by the county

would increase the likelihood of receiving $5.3 million from the Federal Middle Mile Grant awarded by

the National Telecommunications and Information Administration. If that happens, Surf is prepared to

earmark $2.7 million more to the county. All-in, it could mean $16.9 million focused on fiber internet

infrastructure for Whitley County, which would connect 9,500 households (70 percent of Whitley

County) by 2026.

“The rural parts of Whitley County are long overdue for an upgrade in internet infrastructure. It is

imperative as elected officials we take advantage of the grants and resources available,” said Whitley

County Commissioner Theresa Baysinger. “It will be transformational for the rural residents and

businesses when they finally have access to fiber internet. Churubusco, a hidden gem of Whitley County,

is a great start in Surf Internet's goal to reach all residents.”
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“To compete for talent and business investment, high speed internet connectivity is vital,” added Dale

Buuck, president of the Whitley County Economic Development Corporation. “Surf’s investment in

Churubusco is a game changer for the town’s residents and businesses.”

The work in Churubusco is part of Surf’s overall commitment to build an advanced fiber-optic network

serving rural communities across the Great Lakes Region of Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan. Once

construction begins, updates will be available on the company’s website at

https://construction.surfinternet.com/.

About Surf Internet

Surf Internet is an innovative fiber-optic internet company that serves as the essential gateway to

connectivity across the Great Lakes Region of Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan. The company is building a

bridge to the wide-open future by delivering high-speed, reliable internet to homes and businesses in

underserved, rural communities. Surf’s 140-plus person team is local, giving them an edge when it

comes to customer care and advocacy for the region. Headquartered in Elkhart, Ind., Surf also has offices

in La Porte, Ind., Byron Center and Fowlerville, Mich., and Coal City and Rock Falls, Ill. Learn more at

https://surfinternet.com.
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